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 VILLAGE OF MANLIUS 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

January 12, 2016 Regular Meeting 
 
 

 
PRESENT: Mayor Whorrall; Trustees Abdo-Rott, McGrew, and Pfeiffer.   

 
ABSENT:  Trustee Pilewski 

 
OTHERS:  

Rick James, Village Attorney; Martha Dygert, Clerk-Treasurer; Rich DeGuida, MRB Group, David Haase, MFD; Bill Nickal, FD 
Administrator; John Buskey, Fire Chief; John Winslow, MFD; Jim Craw, DPW Superintendent; Hayleigh Gowans, Eagle 
Bulletin.  
 
The meeting was called to order by Mayor Whorrall at 7:00 pm in the Board Room at Village Centre and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited.  Mayor Whorrall welcomed those present.   
 
MINUTES 
The minutes of the December 8, 2015 Regular Meeting were presented to the Board for review. Motion by Trustee Pfeiffer, 
seconded by Trustee McGrew to approve the meeting minutes as submitted.  Motion Carried 3-0. 
 

 
DEPARTMENT REQUISITIONS 
Fire/EMS 
 

 Air Cleaning Systems  Plymovent Repair    Cost:  $2118.00 

 Elizaco, Inc   Helmets (SC Pricing)   Cost:  $1258.60 

 Jerome Fire Equip  TP-6 Valve/Shute    Cost:  $2218.00 

 Municipal Emergency Svcs Harness     Cost:  $1809.13 
 
Motion by Trustee McGrew seconded by Trustee Abdo-Rott to approve the Fire/EMS requisition as submitted.   
Motion Carried 3-0 

 
PUBLIC HEARING – LOCAL LAW #1-2016 
Motion by Trustee McGrew seconded by Trustee Abdo-Rott to open the public hearing on proposed Local Law #1 – 
2016.  Motion Carried 3-0 
 
There being no one from the public wishing to speak on the proposed law, it was on Motion by Trustee McGrew, 
seconded by Trustee Abdo-Rott to close the public hearing.  Motion Carried 3-0 
 
DISCUSSION:  Trustee Abdo-Rott questioned whether there needed to be a correction to the minutes of the December 8, 

2015 based on Attorney James’ e-mail circulated to the Clerk and the Board.  Mayor Whorrall stated that the minutes did not 
need to be amended, as all who were present at the meeting discussed 120’, it was only later that the 150’ determination was 
made.  Mr. James stated that the Board needs to adopt a resolution amending the minutes of the December 8 th meeting, 
specifically the SEQR resolution for the proposed Local Law.  The minutes currently reflect a resolution in which it stipulates 
120’ from the intersection and, according to the Attorney, should state 150’.  Mrs. Dygert stated that the minutes are reflective 
of what actually transpired at the meeting of December 8th and if the Resolution which was adopted by the Board needs to be 
amended, then the Board can adopt an amendment to that resolution.  Attorney James stated that the Board adopted a 
resolution containing the 150’ reference and therefore the minutes should be amended.   
Motion by Trustee Pfeiffer, seconded by Trustee Abdo-Rott to amend the minutes of the December 8, 2015 meeting, 
SEQR resolution for Local Law 1-2016 to remove references to 120’ and replace with 150’ in two instances.  Motion 
Carried 3-0 (Clerk’s Note - the audio recording of the December 8th meeting references the distance of 120’, not 150’ and no 
documentation was given to the Board prior to or at the meeting on December 8th, to substantiate the 150’ reference.  The 150’ 
reference was provided on December 22nd in the language of the proposed local law) 
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RESOLUTION RELATIVE TO THE ADOPTION OF LOCAL LAW NO. 1 of 2016 AMENDING CHAPTER 94 (Vehicles and 
Traffic) OF THE CODE OF THE VILLAGE OF MANLIUS 

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to Article 8 of the New York State Environmental Conservation Law and resolutions of the New 

York State Department of Environmental Conservation promulgated thereunder (collectively “SEQR”), the Board of Trustees of 
Village of Manlius, Onondaga County, New York (the “Board”), is required to make a determination with respect to the 
environmental impact of any “action” (as defined by SEQR) to be taken by the Board (the ”Action”); and 

 
WHEREAS, the Action contemplated here is the adoption of Local Law No. 1 of 2016, amending Chapter 94 

(Vehicles and Traffic) of the Village of Manlius Code to provide for a “No Parking” zone on both sides of Smith Street, which is 
a Village street, and to further provide for the installation of “No Parking Here to Corner” signs along Smith Street; and  

 
WHEREAS, pursuant to SEQR, the Board desires to determine whether the Action may have a significant adverse 

impact on the environment (as defined by SEQR); and 
 
WHEREAS, to aid the Board in determining whether the Action may have a significant adverse impact upon the 

environment, the Board has been supplied with a Short Environmental Assessment Form (the “EAF”), a copy of which is on file 
at the office of the Village Clerk; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Board duly declared itself Lead Agency and classified this action as Unlisted for purposes of 

uncoordinated review by resolution dated December 8, 2015; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Board and its representatives have consulted with interested parties and have otherwise undertaken 

the requisite “hard look” with respect to the proposed Action; and  
 
WHEREAS, a representative of the Syracuse-Onondaga County Planning Board (“SOCPB”) has confirmed the 

proposed action does not need to be referred to SOCPB pursuant to 239 of the General Municipal Law; and  
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the publication of public notice authorized by Board resolution and as required by law, the 

Village Board duly held a public hearing at the Village Centre beginning at 7:05 p.m. on January 12, 2016 and upon the closing 
of said public hearing, there had been no comments offered in opposition to the proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2016; now, 
therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED, on motion by Trustee Pfeiffer, seconded by Trustee Abdo-Rott as follows: 
 

1. Based upon the foregoing, an examination of the EAF and the criteria contained in 6 NYCRR §617.7, and the Impact 
Assessment Part Two, completed and filed with the Village Clerk, the Board makes the following determination with 
respect to the Action: 

A. The Action will not have significant adverse impact on the environment;  
B. The Board hereby issues a Negative Declaration with respect to the Action; and 
C. The requirements of SEQR have been met. 

 
2. The Mayor is hereby authorized to execute and the Village Clerk is hereby directed to file a Negative Declaration with 

respect to the Action in the Office of the Village Clerk in a file that will be readily accessible to the public.   
 

3. The Board further determines, after due deliberation, that it is in the best interests of the Village to adopt, and hereby 
approves and adopts, Local Law No. 1 of 2016 so as to amend subsection §94-47 (A) and §94-47 (B) of §94-47 of 
the Code of the Village of Manlius to provide as follows: 
 
Section 94-47 (A) of the Code of the Village of Manlius is hereby amended to add to the parking restrictions listed in 
Schedule K of Chapter 94 of the following street: 
 
 Name of Street  Side  Location 

 Smith Street  Both  From North Street west for 150 feet 
 
Section 94-47 (B) of the Code of the Village of Manlius is hereby amended to add to the “No Parking Here to Corner” 
signs listed in Schedule K of Chapter 94 the following street: 
 

Name of Street  Side  Location 
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 Smith Street  Both  150 feet west from its intersection with North Street 
 

4. The Village Clerk is hereby directed to enter said Local Law in the minutes of this meeting and in the Code of the 
Village of Manlius and to give due notice of the adoption of said Local Law to the New York Secretary of State.  The 
Mayor and the Village Attorney are further authorized and directed to execute any and all other documentation and to 
take any additional action as may be required or necessary to give this Resolution full force and effect.  
 

5. This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
 

Motion Carried 3-0 

 
MRB Group Proposals 
 
Glencliffe Dam Detention Basin Engineering Assessment 

Rich DeGuida of MRB Group addressed the Board to explain the individual proposals.  He explained that the need for this 
particular project is as directed by the NYSDEC, Division of Dam Safety regulations.  The main component is the engineering 
assessment of the site, with filing of permit applications and emergency action plan after the engineering assessment is 
complete.  Mr. DeGuida explained the time restrictions and compliance issues that haven’t been addressed in the recent past.   
MRB group handled one of our compliance requirements last year but this assessment really needs to be completed before 
we can obtain certification by our engineer.   
 
Trustee Pfeiffer indicated that our attorney hasn’t seen this yet and asked if it would make sense to make any approval subject 
to review and approval by the attorney.  Attorney James stated that he had not seen the notice from the NYSDEC.  There was 
a subsequent roundtable discussion surrounding the components of the proposal, the current “violation” status and the issue 
that this hasn’t been budgeted in our current budget.   
 
Trustee Abdo-Rott made a motion (for discussion) to accept the proposal from MRB Group for the Glencliffe Road 
Detention Basin project for Item D, Section 1-3 of the proposal and Item E, Section 1-2 of the proposal, seconded by 
Trustee Pfeiffer:  DISCUSSION:  Trustee Pfeiffer asked Mr. DeGuida if the Village could approve the portions of the proposal 

to cover the Dam Safety Inspection and the Emergency Action Plan and he stated that MRB could do that for us.  Mayor 
Whorrall and other members of the Board also weighed in on the financing of this project.  Motion Carried 3-0 
 
Everglades Drive Stabilization Project 

Mr. DeGuida discussed the current situation in the area of Everglades Drive where the roadway is eroding.  Trustee Abdo-Rott 
gave some of the history on that area of the Village and the fact that prior administrations likely should not have approved the 
development.  The question was posed as to whether or not the Village has ever accepted dedication of the street.  Mrs. 
Dygert to look into this and advise Trustee Abdo-Rott prior to the next meeting.   
 
Village Centre Window/Door Project 

Mr. DeGuida stated that the next “phase” of this project would be the design/draft of specifications to put the project out to bid.  
Mayor Whorrall stated that in order for us to plan the financing we would need to move forward with this.  This proposal would 
include 5-6 standard designs/dimensions for options to replace.  It is the belief of both the Engineer and the Board to work 
toward standardizing the windows.   
 
Motion by Trustee Abdo-Rott, seconded by Trustee Pfeiffer to authorize the acceptance of the proposal by MRB 
Group for design phase of the window & door replacement project in the Village Centre at a not-to-exceed amount of 
$12,000.  Motion Carried 3-0 
 
ABSTRACT 
A copy of Abstract #012 was reviewed by the Board.   Motion to approve made by Trustee McGrew, seconded by Trustee 
Pfeiffer to approve the General Fund abstract in the amount of $206,257.46 and order the claims paid.   Motion Carried 
3-0. 
 
A copy of Abstract #809 was reviewed by the Board.  Motion to approve made by Trustee McGrew seconded by Trustee 
Abdo-Rott for Capital Project abstract in the amount of $10,050.45.  Motion Carried 3-0 
 
A copy of Abstract #334 was reviewed by the Board.  Motion to approve made by Trustee McGrew seconded by Trustee 
Pfeiffer for the Trust & Agency abstract in the amount of $900.00.  Motion Carried 3-0 
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DEPARTMENT REPORT 
Clerk   

 
Towpath Quilt Guild – This was tabled from the prior meeting subject to Mrs. Dygert ascertaining the fees charged 

for the last reservation period for this group.  The Towpath Guild has requested the Village Centre on April 7th and 8th, 
2017.  Motion by Trustee Pfeiffer, seconded by Trustee McGrew to allow the Towpath Quilt Guild to reserve 
the Village Centre for April, 2017 at an amount of $600 with a refundable $300 security deposit.  Motion 
Carried 3-0 
 

Mrs. Dygert stated that she had the Volunteer Service Agreement approval on her report but would defer to the Attorney to 

discuss and the Board could approve it at that time.   
 

207-a Status Designation – Mrs. Dygert explained that the injury sustained by one of the career firefighters would 

need approval by the Board for the 207-a status designation.  Mayor Whorrall stated that he would feel more 
comfortable if they discussed this in executive session and voted afterward.   

 

Mrs. Dygert asked that the Board consider authorizing the Mayor to execute the Board of Elections Polling Place Agreement 
and Attorney James asked that he address this under his report as well.  (Note – at the time the minutes were drafted, it was 
noted that the Board acted upon neither the Volunteer Service Agreement nor the Board of Elections Polling Place 
Agreement and therefore will need to be brought up again) 
 

Spade & Trowel – Gazebo Reservation – request was made by the Spade & Trowel Garden Club for reservation of 
the Gazebo Park on Saturday, May 21, 2016.  Motion by Trustee Abdo-Rott, seconded by Trustee McGrew to 
allow the reservation.  Motion Carried 3-0 

 
Fire/EMS – Mr. Nickal was present to answer questions as was Chief Buskey.  Included in the Board information was an e-
mail request from Chief Buskey requesting $4440 for items for the Manlius Fire Dept Installation Banquet in February.  Motion 
by Trustee Abdo-Rott, seconded by Trustee Pfeiffer to authorize this expenditure pending submission of the 
appropriate paperwork.  Motion Carried 3-0. 

 
Recreation – Mrs. Sawmiller was absent however her report was distributed to the Board.  There was one contractor 

agreement for approval.   
 
 Cygnet Soccer Preschool Program Instructor Agreement 

Motion by Trustee Pfeiffer, seconded by Trustee McGrew to authorize the execution of the 
Contractor/Instructor Agreement for the Cygnet Soccer Preschool program as presented.  Motion Carried 3-0   

 
DPW – Mr. Craw was present and gave a brief oral report to the Board.  He stated that the new Crew Leader had started.   

Mayor Whorrall stated that there are new lights in the Board room (LED) and will be done in the Clerk’s office and other 
changes will be forthcoming in the office to address safety concerns.  Mayor met with the DPW administrative staff to go over 
some office renovations he is proposing.  He distributed copies of the rough drawing to the Board and explained the changes.  
 
TRUSTEE REPORTS 

Trustee Abdo-Rott – Nothing additional to report. 
 
Trustee McGrew – Nothing additional to report. 
 
Trustee Pfeiffer – Nothing additional to report. 
 
ATTORNEY REPORT  

Attorney James discussed the following: 

 Corrected Minutes – done earlier in meeting. 

 Auditors letter – described what was written in the response to the auditors. 

 AT&T Contract had been mailed to the Village.   

 Local Law #1 2016 – Completed 

 Volunteer Service Agreement – explained the purpose of the agreement. 
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 Laberge Group Agreement – recapped what had been approved at a previous meeting.  Reviewed it and found some 
issues with the agreement and the Board decided to table this until the next meeting. 

 Polling Place Agreement – reviewed, noted a modification and contacted the County legal department who agreed to 
the change.   Attorney James gave the Mayor a copy of the form showing the corrected language, and advised the 
Mayor that he could sign it and send it in.   

 LOLA Contract – Mayor Whorrall asked that it be tabled until next meeting.  Attorney James proceeded to outline the 
problems with this agreement.  

 Carroll’s lease – sent detailed e-mail to everyone.   There are little things that need to be modified.  Mayor Whorrall 
asked to hold on this as he wants to walk the site with the DPW Superintendent prior to making any decisions on this.   

 Glencliffe Dam Engineering – Attorney James asked for clarification on some points of the proposal for engineering 
and the reporting requirements to the DEC.   

 
Trustee Pfeiffer asked that notices be sent to the Zoning & Planning Boards regarding training requirements.   

 
MAYOR REPORT 

 Need for executive session pertaining to a personnel issue for the DPW. 

 314 Smith Street – Mayor, DPW Super & Codes Officer met with homeowners, who are willing to make necessary 
changes to come into compliance.   

 E. Seneca St 300 Block – NYSDOT contacted the Mayor and asked that the cones and flower pot be removed from 
that location for snow removal.  The DOT rep stated that they unfortunately didn’t make it back to that location to 
complete the work there.  DPW Super and Mayor will work on a map to submit to the NYSDOT - who are willing to 
assist the Village.  They walked the whole section down to Café 119 and the biggest problem was signage.  Mayor 
explained some of the issues and discussed those with the NYSDOT representative.  They will come in the Spring to 
finish.   

 Fire Facilities meeting with Town of Manlius was held and the Town seemed pleased with the plans. 

 Kinney Signage – Mayor Whorrall was contacted by Kinneys requesting signage.  He feels that the Village should 
assist them in any way possible.  He is suggesting that the Village allow temporary signage for 90 days. 
 
Kinney Signage Request  
Motion by Mayor Whorrall, seconded by Trustee Pfeiffer to allow Kinney Drugs to put out A-frame advertising 
signs for a period of 90 days in locations suggested by Kinney’s.  Motion Carried 4-0 

 
 Surplus Lights – Village Centre  

Motion by Trustee McGrew, seconded by Trustee Pfeiffer to declare surplus the light fixtures on the basis 
that they are no longer needed for public purpose.  Motion Carried 3-0 

 

 Fire Dept Cooperation Agreement – met with Mayors from Fayetteville and Minoa and they made the decision to 
reach out to the Committee to propose changes to the wording of agreement prior to bringing it to the respective 
Boards for approval.  There were approximately 18 items that needed to be modified and they have not received 
anything back yet.   

 
Red Cross Shelter Agreement  

Motion by Trustee McGrew, seconded by Trustee Pfeiffer to authorize the continuation of the Red Cross Shelter 
Agreement and the Mayor to execute this agreement.  Motion Carried 3-0 
 
NYCOM Legislative Meeting  

Motion by Trustee McGrew, seconded by Trustee Pfeiffer to authorize up to three attendants at the NYCOM 
Legislative meeting in February at a cost of $1000 each.  Motion Carried 3-0 
 
Mayor’s Association Holiday Dinner 

Motion by Trustee McGrew, seconded by Trustee Pfeiffer to authorize the attendance at the Mayor’s Association 
Holiday dinner at Rico’s at a cost of $25/couple and up to four couples.  Motion Carried 3-0 

 
PUBLIC FORUM 

John Winslow, Fire Co. President, reminded the Village Board that the Installation Banquet is to be held on February 20th and 
invitations will be forthcoming.  Elections will be held this coming Thursday at the regular meeting of the Fire Company.   
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Executive Session 
Motion by Trustee McGrew, seconded by Trustee Pfeiffer to enter executive session to discuss a personnel issue 
within the DPW.  Motion Carried 3-0 
 
Board entered executive session at approximately 8:55 p.m.   
 
Motion by Trustee McGrew, seconded by Trustee Pfeiffer to come out of executive session and re-enter the regular 
meeting.  Motion Carried 3-0 
 
Re-entered regular meeting at approximately 9:35 p.m.  
 
207-a Designation – Injured Firefighter/Paramedic 
Motion by Trustee McGrew, seconded by Trustee Pfeiffer to allow the 207-a status for the injured fighter/paramedic 
currently out with a work-related injury to his right arm.   Motion Carried 3-0  
 
ADJOURN 

There being no further business before the Board it was on Motion by Trustee Pfeiffer and seconded by Trustee McGrew to 
adjourn the meeting.  Motion Carried 3-0.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 9:36 p.m.  
 
 

Respectfully submitted by, 
 
 
 
 

Martha Dygert 
Clerk-Treasurer 

 

 

 

 

 


